STATE OF INDIANA Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR Governor
State House, Second Floor

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

May 13, 2009
Dear Speaker Bauer and Members of the House of Representatives,

By the authority vested in me as Governor of Indiana, under the provisions of Article 5, Section 14, of
the Constitution of the State of Indiana, | do hereby veto House Enrolled Act No. 1491, enacted during
the regular session of the 116th General Assembly. The current method of selecting judges for the St.
Joseph Superior Court has prevailed successfully for 35 years. Itis a model to be emulated, not
discarded. It is not broken; it requires no repair. It has produced outstanding jurists and contains
sufficient measures of public accountability. | believe it neither necessary nor wise to re-politicize the
courts of St. Joseph County.

The addition of another panel to the Court of Appeals at $2 million per year is difficult to justify in
today’s challenging fiscal environment. Moreover, if | were to sign a bill linking these two proposals, it
could contribute to public cynicism by creating the appearance that my acquiescence was purchased
with more appointments. Whatever the merits of expanding the Court of Appeals may be, they should
be considered alone.

Sincerely,

TULL Bomeb



